Treatment of external genital warts.
▪ : To date the most widely used therapies for the treatment of external genital warts (EGWs) have been ablative techniques, some of which have serious side effects and result in high recurrence. This is frustrating for both patients and physicians. More recently, patient-applied therapies have become available, which offer several advantages over provider-administered therapies, and are generally preferred by the patients. The newest of these is imiquimod 5% cream. Its mode of action, stimulating the immune system to deal with the human papillomavirus (HPV), provides an effective treatment. Results obtained in clinical trials with imiquimod are described here, in the context of a recommended treatment protocol for EGWs. In addition, the potential for imiquimod to treat other HPV lesions is discussed. ▪.